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16.
A Ciritical Study of Systemic Judicial Delay and
Its Gendered Impact on Legal Aid Accessibility

and Equality before Law
Dr. Tulika Singh’

16.1. Abstract

Judicial delay remains one of the most entrenched obstacles to justice delivery, with
systemic backlogs and procedural inefficiencies disproportionately affecting vulnerable
populations. This study offers a critical analysis of systemic judicial delay and its
gendered impact on legal aid accessibility and equality before law. While judicial delay
undermines the principle of speedy justice for all, its consequences are particularly acute
for women and gender minorities, especially in cases involving sexual offences,
domestic violence, family disputes, and socio-economic rights. The extended timelines
not only prolong trauma but also perpetuate economic dependency, reduce faith in legal
institutions, and deter future engagement with the justice system. The research examines
the constitutional mandate of equality under Articles 14 and 21, statutory frameworks
under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987, and jurisprudential developments
affirming the right to legal aid. It highlights how inadequate institutional capacity,
underfunding of legal aid services, and lack of gender sensitivity within the legal aid
apparatus exacerbate structural barriers. Drawing upon empirical studies, reports of the
National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG), NALSA, and comparative insights from
jurisdictions such as South Africa and Canada, the study maps how intersectional factors
of caste, class, and rural-urban divides further intensify gendered disadvantage. The
paper argues that systemic judicial delay, coupled with insufficient access to quality
legal aid, constitutes a form of structural discrimination, violating the constitutional
guarantee of equality before law. It recommends reforms including time-bound
adjudication in gender-sensitive cases, institutional strengthening of legal aid services,
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