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Abstract

G ender-based violatior?s in conflict zones represent one of the most
ervasive and devastating fo””‘?‘ of human rlghts abuses in times of war
qnd political unrest. Women, girls, afzd marginalized gendey groups are
disproportionat€bf aﬁectec{, oﬁen Jacing targeted acts of sexual violence,
coerced migration, exploitation through trafficking, ang violations of
reproductive autonomy. These vzolatzo_ns are not random acts of cruelty
put are frequently employed Strategically as instryments of warfare
aimed at instilling fear, breaking community Structures, and achieving

military or political objectives. The collapse of legal and socigl

protections in conflict situations leaves Survivors with limited avenues

for justice or recovery. While international legal instruments like the
Geneva Conventions, the Rome Statute, an

d UN Security Council
Resolutions  (notably  Resolution 1325) h

ave acknowledged and
condemned these crimes, the implementation of protective mechanisms

and prosecution of offenders remains inconsistent. This chapter critically
examines the nature, causes, and consequences of gender-based violence
in conflict zones, exploring historical and contemporary case studies
such as Rwanda, Bosnia, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and Syria.
It dlso discusses the role of international law, peacekeeping missions,
and grassroots advocacy in addressing these atrocities. The chapter
concludes by emphasizing the need for survivor-centered Justice, gender-

Sensitive peacebuilding, and stronger accountability frameworks to
combat impunity and ensyre long-term healing.

Introductigp

Gender-bageq violence in conflict zones is a persistent and
YStemic issye that transcends borders, cultures, and h1stopca1
Periods, 1t hicompasses a range of human rights violations,

mclu.ding but not limited to sexual violence, trafficking, forced
mamage, and reproductive control. These acts are not merely by-
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products of war but often used as deliberate strategies of warfare
and repression. The impact of such violence extends far beyond the
immediate physical and psychological harm to survivors; it deeply
affects families, communities, and the fabric of society.
Understanding Gender Based Violence in conflict zones
necessitates a multidimensional approach that incorporates legal,
socio-political, and humanitarian perspectives.

Historical Context and Evolution

Historically, women and girls have been disproportionately
affected by armed conflict. Ancient military campaigns often
included rape and enslavement of women as war spoils. The 20th
century witnessed mass atrocities in conflicts such as World War
I, where the Japanese military forced women into sexual slavery
as ‘comfort women” During the Rwandan Genocide (1994), an
estimated 250,000 to 500,000 women were raped.* These examples
underscore the use of sexual violence as a tool for ethnic cleansing,
domination, and psychological warfare.

Legal Frameworks and International Response

o The international community has taken steps to address
Gender Based Violence in conflict through legal
mechanisms. The Geneva Conventions (1949) and their
Additional Protocols prohibit sexual violence and protect
civilians in armed conflict. The Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court (1998) recognizes acts such as
rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, and forced
pregnancy as constituting both crimes against humanity and
war crimes (ICC, 1998). Furthermore, UN Security Council
Resolution 1325 (2000) emphasizes women’s participation

2ICRC. (1949). Geneva Conventions and Additional Protocols

3 YOSHIMI Y. (2000). Comfort Women: Sexual Slavery in the Japanese Military During
World war 1

4 UN Human Rights Council. “Report of the Independent International Fact-Finding
Mission on Myanmar.” A/HRC/39/64, 2018
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