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A BSTRACT

The 1990s saw the emergence of queer theory, a critical theory, from women’s studies and 

gender and sexuality. From women’s studies and queer studies, queer theory is a branch of 

It is a method of thought that combats social injustice, questions established academic 
methodologies and destroys conventional beliefs about gender and sexual identities. 

generally speaking, it refers to the study and theorization of gender and sexual behaviors 
that are not exclusively heterosexual and that question the idea that heterosexual desire is 

criticized essentialist perspectives on gender and sexuality. Instead, they frequently examine 

and linguistic expressions that are purportedly used to represent them.

Keywords: Queer, LGBTQA+, Subaltern, Gender- Biases.

I NTRODUCTION

Politics and queer theory invariably praise transgression in the form of overt deviation from 

outcomes. In a large portion of this work, gender and sexual identities are recognized as 

— Jay Stewart

who opposed identity politics and saw sexuality as socially produced. In 1990, Teresa de 
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Lauretis spearheaded the inaugural symposium on queer theory. Early queer theorist David 

legitimacy in the early 1990s.

Gay and lesbian studies, the intellectual arm of the LGBT rights movement, gave rise to 
queer theory. Studies of literature and culture that emphasized sexuality as a central concept 
emerged from a broad social and activist movement in the 1960s and early 1970s. The gay 
liberation movement may be said to have started with the Stonewall Riots of 1969, which 
were sparked after police stormed New York’s Stonewall Tavern, a well-liked gathering 

Liberation Movement (GLF), and the Gay Activists Alliance (GAA) fought for the rights 
of homosexuals and lesbians in terms of law, medicine, and society. The experiences of 

and critical perspectives on the nature of the body, the geography of sexuality, and the topic 
of sexual identity.

Around this time, homosexual artists like Jasper Johns, Robert Rauschenberg, and Andy 
Warhol, as well as Hollywood celebrities like Rock Hudson, started emerging with their 
sexual preferences. There was a revolution in sexual consciousness. Critical essays and 
collections started to emerge as evidence of academic interest, and in 1974, College English 
published a special issue on homosexual writing and politics. These days, queer theory 
is politically associated with postcolonial studies, African-American cultural critique and 
theory, and women’s studies. What unites them on one platform is their shared commitment 
to social justice, liberation for the oppressed, and centering the underprivileged. The queer 
theory examines the historical and cultural portrayals of homosexuals and lesbians as 
abnormal, ill, or criminals while emphasizing sexuality as a crucial area for the critical 
interpretation of cultural materials. Because it demonstrates how cultural representations 

analysis and activism.

Since queer theory is interested in the relationships between the politics of cultural 
representation and institutional-state interpretations of sexuality, it is, therefore, more 
applicable in the arena of cultural studies than it is in traditional literary studies. It is 
fascinated by the power dynamics, societal assessments, and institutional structures that 
support heterosexual and gay stereotypes. According to Suparna Bhaskaran’s map of the 
goals and possibilities for queer sexuality studies, queer sexuality encompasses tales of 
nonmaterial degeneration, modernity, tradition, economic (re)production, and growth and 
underdevelopment (2004, 148). She highlights the connections between queer sexuality 
and imperialism, caste, the law, and AIDS campaigning. Consequently, the cultural settings 
of queer sexualities are the focus of queer theory.


