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CHAPTER-6

Darul Qaza as an Alternative Dispute
Resolution Mechanism: Evaluating its

Influence on Access to Justice
Dr. Naseem Ahmad*

Abstract

Darul Qaza is a concept of Islamic law that aims to provide a fast, cheap,
and amicable way of settling civil disputes among Muslims, based on the
principles of justice, fairness, and equity derived from the Quran and
Hadith. Darul Qaza has a long history that dates back to the time of the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and the Rashidun Caliphs, who
acted as arbitrators and judges in various conflicts among their
companions and followers. Darul Qaza has been established in different
parts of the world, especially in countries with large Muslim populations,
such as India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Malaysia, and Indonesia. Darul
Qaza operates as a parallel or complementary system to the state’s
judicial system, and usually deals with matters related to jfamily,
inheritance, contracts, and other non-criminal issues. Darul Qaza has
been praised for its efficiency, accessibility, and flexibility, as well as its
ability to uphold Islamic values and harmony within the Muslim
community. However, Darul Qaza has also faced some challenges and
criticisms, such as its legal status, its compatibility with human rights
norms, its gender bias, and its quality of adjudication. This paper aims to
explore the concept of Darul Qaza, its historical development, its
structure and functions, its advantages and disadvantages, and its future

prospects.

Key words: Justice, equity, adjudication, settlement, dispute.
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