


i 
 

Humanity in Crises: The 
Legal Framework of War 

and Displacement 
 
 
 
 
 

Editors 
Dr. Huma Khan 

 Dr. Kavya Chandel 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ii 
 

 
Published	by	 
The	Lawgical	Junction	and	MJS	Publishing	House	 
[Printed	in	India]		
Imprint	 
MJS PUBLISHING HOUSE  
	
Email:	mjspublishinghouse@gmail.com	
Mobile:	+91-9889657595	
Place:	Lucknow.	
	
Year:	2025	 
MRP:	INR	899/-	
ISBN	No.	978-81-970528-1-1 

Copyright	@	Dr. Huma Khan and Dr. Kavya Chandel 
	
All	Rights	Reserved	 
No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
transmitted or stored in a retrieval system, in any form or 
by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying 
recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of 
the editor and the publisher.	 
 
 
 
 



vi 
 

 
CHAPTER 8       103 
Terrorism in the Cyberspace: Addressing thresholds Under 
International Humanitarian Law 

Dr Medha Tiwari 
 
CHAPTER 9       117 
Sexual Violence in Conflict Zones: A Comparative Study on 
Gender-Neutral Legal Protections across International Jurisdictions 

Mr. Ashutosh Mishra , Arma Malik & Dr. Abhijeet Mishra 
 

CHAPTER 10      135 
The United Nations and Displacement in Armed Conflict: 
Mandates and Challenges 

Mohd Ubais Ansari 
 
CHAPTER 11      146 
The Crisis of Norms: Legal Accountability of Non-State Armed 
Groups under International Humanitarian Law 

Faiz Osmani 
 
CHAPTER 12      162 
Prosecuting Crimes Against Humanity in Forced Migration: The 
ICC’s Role in the Rohingya Crisis 

 Ashraf Azmi 
 
CHAPTER 13      177 
Children Conflict and Compliance: The Law’s Failing Frontlines 

Dr. Gaurav Gupta & Swati Joshi 
 
CHAPTER 14       193 
The Digital Dilemma: Safeguarding Human Rights in the Age of 
Cyber Threats 

Dr. Manvendra Singh  & Dr. Vaishali Arora 
 
CHAPTER 15      205 
International Legal Norms Concerning Stateless Persons 

Mohammad Faiz Khan 
 

 



vii 
 

CHAPTER 16      214 
Safeguarding the Displaced: The Evolution and Challenges of 
Refugee Law and Protection Mandates 

Reshma Hayat 
 

CHAPTER 17      228 
Climate Change and Conflict-Induced Displacement 

Pragat Chauhan 
 
CHAPTER 18      245 
Gender Based Violation in Conflict Zones 

 Zainab Iftikhar Khan 
 
CHAPTER 19      256 
The Right to Health as a Human Right in War-Torn Regions: 
Enforcement and Accountability Challenges 

 Huma Ausaf & Shifa Ausaf 
 
CHAPTER 20      275 
Examining Child Labour in India: A Human Rights Law 
Perspective with Global Commitments 

Mridul Mishra 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



177 
 

CHAPTER 13 
Children, Conflict, and Compliance: The Law’s 

Failing Frontlines 
Dr. Gaurav Gupta1& Mrs. Swati Joshi2 

Abstract 

The world is still struggling with the issue of children being involved in 
armed conflict which greatly harms them. The Optional Protocol on the 
Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (OPAC) which was ratified in 
2000, is an important step toward fighting this crime against children. 
The chapter discusses the terms of OPAC, especially those that make it 
illegal for anyone under 18 to take part in fighting and give countries an 
obligation to protect children from conflict. Even though these 
agreements are approved by every country, it is still difficult to enforce 
them, because of problems with non-state armed groups recruiting 
children, a lack of good oversight and missing reintegration support for 
former child soldiers. Using case studies and the law, the chapter 
highlights the difference between what the law calls for and what 
happens in practice and suggests making enforcement stronger. Also, it 
explains that helping children affected by war requires efforts to resolve 
poverty, lack of education and unstable political forces. There is a call 
for countries to cooperate more and work harder to protect children 
affected by war using broad laws and policies. Despite being a 
breakthrough in child protection law, the OPAC must be backed up by 
continuous international effort to see its promises come to life. 

Keywords: Child Soldiers, Optional Protocol, Armed Conflict, 
International Law, Child Protection. 

Introduction 

Recruitment and employment of children in armed conflict is 
perhaps the most horrific feature of modern warfare. Children as 
young as eight years old are forcibly recruited into armed forces or 
groups, most commonly by abduction, coercion, or sheer necessity. 
Not only are these children compelled to fight, but they are also 

 
1 Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, Integral University, Lucknow. 
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used to their detriment as cooks, messengers, porters, or sexual 
slaves. The consequences—psychological, physical, and social—
prove to be devastating and long-lasting. Despite many 
international campaigns and growing awareness, the practice has 
continued in most hotspots around the globe, including the Central 
African Republic, South Sudan, Myanmar, and Yemen.3 To 
counter this horrific human rights abuse, the international 
community took a significant step by adopting the Optional 
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the 
Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (OPAC) in 2000. This 
legal instrument was crafted to strengthen protections for children 
by raising the minimum age for direct participation in hostilities 
and compulsory recruitment to 18 years—a progressive step from 
the original Convention on the Rights of the Child, which had set 
the minimum age at 15.4 In addition, the Protocol binds state 
parties to establish robust safeguards when enlisting persons under 
the age of 18 on a voluntary basis and attempts to exclude non-
state armed groups from recruitment or employment of children in 
armed conflict. It recognizes the expanding capabilities of children 
and enforces the principle that no child should ever be used as a 
tool of war. 

The importance of OPAC goes beyond legal standards that it sets 
but in the moral urgency that it embodies. By placing the use of 
children in armed conflict on the international agenda, OPAC 
reiterates a collective responsibility to shield children from the 
atrocities of war. It also underscores the need for rehabilitation and 
reintegration programs, recognizing that these children are victims 
not perpetrators5. But ratification does not always translate into 
implementation. Even with near-universal international support—
more than 170 state parties—implementation is patchy. In most 
areas, poor governance, persisting conflict, and lack of political 

 
3UNICEF, Children in Armed Conflict: The Reality Behind the Numbers (2023) 
https://www.unicef.org/protection/children-in-armed-conflict accessed 20 Mar 2025. 
4 United Nations Treaty Series, Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict, UN Doc A/RES/54/263 (2000) 
https://treaties.un.org accessed 20 Mar 2025. 
5 Machel G, Impact of Armed Conflict on Children (UNICEF, 1996) 
https://www.unicef.org/graca accessed 23 Mar 2025. 


