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SOILS NUTRIENTS

P. Smriti Rao, Tarence Thomas and Ashish David

Soil is a natural living, breathing organism made
liquids, and gases. Soil serves five key purposes:

* It provides a home for organisms.

up of solids,

* Waste items are recycled.
Water is filtered.
It's used as a building material.

* Provides a growing substrate for plants.

The fifth function will be the centre of our attention. Soil offers
structural stability for plants and absorbs and releases water and
nutrients required for plant growth in this role.

A perfect soil for plant growth has 50% pore space and 50%
Solids, with the pore space filled with equal parts air and water.
Because pore space fluctuates with soil texture and treatment, this
distribution is uncommon. Tilling, for example, expands pore space,
but poor drainage and compaction reduce it.

- Minera] components and organic substances make up soil sohdi.
and, silt, and clay are common mineral elements found in worn roc

Ous sizes. Plant breakdown and microbial remnants makfa up
rganic matter. Various soil types have different proportlon.e]x
' mineral, and organic content. However, mosft esrf:1
igree that a 50 percent pore space, 45 percenthmm

or matter ratio is best for plant growth.

']
1 ' 1
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