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ABSTRACT

. goricultural extension systert 15 globally e gmzeastigg
India$ agr! echnology and information needs of apProxima),
erving the e st orically, the focus on productig,,
ificant results, leading India to achiey, self

largest, A
100 million farm famil

: jelded sign
te;hmlog:;ol:)a;;;oduction. The extension system has played g Pivoty]
reliance 1

role in bridging the §ap petween laboratory .innovations and on'- groa
2440 ion, alongside the collaborative efforts ' of agricultyry)
:Zfrlzet’z?tesm;:r;ers and marketing n'etworks. EIxte‘nSIon ?ﬂorts were
directed towards transfer of productto;’n techm') ogzesl"cmd' almost y,
or very little attention was paid for higher ?rzlce:’ rea zzatzo;?s for fhe
farmer’s produce. This has made no substannq impact On. mfreasmg
farm incomes over Jdecades. However, the advent of globalization anq
emergence of new market mechanisms has Openec{ new OPPOTtunities
for the farmers of the country across crop ca'tegorzes and agrlzcultura[
regions. This calls for transfer of new extension approaches involying

productivity to profitability, subsistence to fomrm'ercial agriculture,
commodity oriented to farming systems orientation, local market
to export market, mono cropping to crop diversity and so on. In the
present scenario, Market led Extension is the perfect blend for reaching
at the door steps of our farmers. With globalization of the market,
farmers need to transform themselves from mere producers-sellers in the
domestic market to producers cum sellers in a wider market sense to best
realize the returns on their investments, risks and efforts. Besides the
production technologies, the extension workers now have to get equipped
with market information which requires imparting new training skills
to the Extensionist. This emphasizes the wider role of extension agency
ranging from SWOT analysis of market to the organization of farmers
interest groups. The Government in this regard is providing much of

the infrastructure required for efficient marketing along with the other
information and extension services.
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