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Significance of Mahatma Gandhi’s
Values: ‘A Man of Simple Living and
High Thinking’

Fatima Sahrish

“Man Is born to die and great men, like the rest of creation, die in their
own day, but really they live for ever in the work that they leave behind”
(Homage to Mahatma Candhi 24). The greatness of M. K. Candhi was
the greatness of a common man. The latter part of his life after 1920 till
his death comprises a major part of the history of India. He is known as

our General, our Guide and the “Father of our Nation.” The impact of

Gandhi on the contemporary Indian literature was manifested at various
levels, one of which is the preference of the mother tongue or the emphasis
on reglonal languages. The period of the nineteenth century also saw a
plethora of women's issues coming to light which in turn led to widespread
reforms. “Treatment of the female sex, full of confidence, respect and
delicacy, are among the signs which denote a civilised people” (Parel
120).

This paper aims to study Gandhian literature; to revaluate Bapu's
ideology and philosophy once again with a view to meeting our own
existing challenges and for speeding up our responsibility of fulfilling the
great tasks he has left for us, using the methods that he has taught us. It
is not easy to be Gandhian. He earned great respect as the Father of the
Nation due to his insistence on Ahimsa and truth and his devotion to a
life of sacrifice. The 150" year of his birth is a God-sent opportunity for
India to honour the greatness of this exemplary human being. All the
nations of the world have been asked by UNESCO to arrange Gandhi
Centenary programmes. Candhi always laid emphasis on the necessity

Significance of Mahatma Gandhi’s Values 167

to raise the moral stature of Indians. He constantly reminded us that a
nation does not become great only by establishing giant buildings,
supersized factories and by augmenting wealth. The Upanishads clearly
state that man’s hunger cannot by satiated by wealth alone. Long ago,
Goldsmith believed that “wealth accumulates and men decay”. Romain
Rolland also believes that “the more | have, the less I am.” Although
materialistic things are important for raising the standard of living of the
people but a country becomes great in the true sense only when the
people imbibe the quality of serving the nation from the head and the
heart

The period between 1920 and 1947 is said to be the third phase of

Indo - Anglican literature which was largely dominated by Mahatma
Gandhi. The literature of the Indo — Anglican writers was imbued with
realism as they sought a down-to-earth image of India in their writings
after World War 1. Their preoccupation with the present became an
important means for the nationalists to popularize the cause for the freedom
struggle. The fall in human values resulted in a feeling of disillusionment
which led the writers to search for inner reality and by the 1920s they
had started getting influenced by modernistic trends like Freudianism
and Marxism

A strong feeling of Indian consciousness developed which became
increasingly rooted under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi who holds
an important place in Indian English prose. His influence has given a
new dimension to Indian literature. K. R S. Iyengar believes that our
languages and literatures are greatly influenced by Candhi, directly through
his own writings in English and Cujarati and indirectly by his revolutionary
thoughts which led to various revolutionary movements.

Candhi had no desire to be counted among writers. His purpose was
to propagate his ideas. He was a believer of true art which must have the
attribute of amalgamating the soul to its inner self, He held that a newspaper
should be a "viewspaper” because he wanted to spread his ideas to the
common people. Keeping this in mind, his writing style was simple. transparent
and energetic and thus he sucoeeded in communicating with an honest
directness which establishes his superioeity to the two outstanding Indian
English writers of the period viz Jawaharlal Nehru and Nirad C. Chaudhuri
He wrote in a lucid and idiomatic manner. His simple and transparent style
gave Indian English prose a new direction. This lucidity, directness and
brevity was later followed by other Indlan English writers.
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