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Introduction

“Respect for international humanitarian law is not a choice—it js
necessity for humanity.”

Throughout history, warfare has been a recurring feature of humap
civilization — shaping borders, empires, and ideologies. Yet
alongside the persistent shadow of conflict, there has always been
an equally enduring desire to preserve a sense of humanity even
amidst violence. While war often reveals the darkest aspects of
human behaviour, it has also inspired some of the most profound
legal and moral commitments to protect the vulnerable. One of the
most significant expressions of this commitment is found in the
Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols a body of
international treaties that has come to define the humanitarian
boundaries of armed conflict.

The historical development of these legal instruments is more than
a chronology of treaties and protocols; it is a story of how the
international community has responded, time and again, to the
suffering and devastation of war with laws that aim to restorc 2
measure of dignity and compassion. From their origins in th
humanitarian outrage witnessed at the Battle of Solferino to their
continued evolution in response to modern forms of warfare, the
Geneva Conventions represent a global moral and legal Iegacy.2

This chapter seeks to explore that legacy in depth. It traces the
progression of the Geneva Conventions from their inception in the
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