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FOREWORD

Professor R.V. Anuradha

ready for higher education on one hand and facing the life on the 
other. However there is a need to reimage the school education to 

School Education in the 21st

handy in understanding the policies and practices needed to 
improvise school education.  

In my opinion this book acquaints the teacher trainees, the teacher 
educators and  also all the stake holders of school education, with 
everything that is needed to understand the school education, its 
history, its current scenario and the why and how of developing the 
school education. Write from giving information on concerns of 
government schools in India, to discussing the role of skill 

stone unturned in understanding the policies and practices related to 
school education.

all the aspects related to school education. The book gives excellent 
ideas on so many aspects related to school education like challenges 
faced in educational administration, an analytical overview of 
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan, transforming pedagogy in government 
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schools, post-covid challenges faced by teachers, to name a few. The 
authors have made an untiring effort to present information and 
provide insights on various issues which help in reimaging the 
school education. 

Language used in the book is lucid, simple, clear and precise. The 
paper quality is icing on the cake, and adds a special flavor to this 
book.  As a professional in the field of Teacher Education I have 
seen many books on school education, but this book stands ahead of 
them due to its simple language and appealing nature. This is going 
to be of immense help to the young men and women in the field of 
teacher education. 

I congratulate the publishers, editors and the authors for bringing 
this book. This book definitely added another colour feather in the 
success cap of Book Rivers. I hope they will bring in some more 
books related to teacher education which is the need of the hour.

All the best and congratulations

Professor R.V. Anuradha

Department of Education

School of ELE

EFL University

Hyderabad
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FOREWORD

Dr. Naila Ahmad Suhail

Education has always been a powerful force for shaping the future, 
but today it feels more urgent than ever. With the world changing 
around us, socially, economically, and technologically, our schools 

ly what this 
book sets out to explore.

'Reimagining School Education in the 21st Century Policies to 

ideas, experiences, and research from people who are deeply 
engaged with real classrooms, real students, and the real challenges 
of education in India today. The editors, Dr. Bushra Jafri, Dr. 
Pratima Sahu, and Dr. Divya R. Panjwani have brought together 
voices that are grounded, thoughtful, and deeply committed to 
making change possible.

What sets this work apart is its balance between thoughtful analysis 
and actionable insight. It is grounded in local realities while 
speaking to universal concerns in education. From rural government 
schools to emerging technology in the classroom, the book offers a 
comprehensive picture of what school education can and should 
look like in the 21st century.
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This is a valuable resource for educators, policymakers, academic 
leaders, and all those invested in educational reform. It invites us not 
only to reflect but to act. I believe readers will find in these pages 
both inspiration and direction.

Dr. Naila Ahmad Suhail 

Assistant Professor 
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Chapter 2 

The Ideal School: A Comprehensive 
Framework Inspired by Modern and 
Vedic Educational Principles 
DR. DIVYA R. PANJWANI, DR. NAZIA AKHLAQ and HENNA 
PUNJABI 

In the contemporary era, it is more essential to contemplate the 
notion of the "ideal school," since the global educational landscape 
is in a state of perpetual evolution. Given that educational systems 
face the challenge of equipping students for a future characterized 
by swift technological advancements, environmental issues, and 
social disparities, it is imperative to develop an educational 
framework that nurtures the potential of all students while adapting 
to the demands of the 21st century. The optimal school would 
integrate essential ideas that cultivate responsible and 
compassionate persons. The ideal school goes beyond the mere 
transmission of information and focuses on holistic development, 
including cognitive growth, emotional intelligence, moral integrity, 
and practical knowledge. Education must foster creativity, critical 
thinking, ethical awareness, and spiritual consciousness, ensuring 
students are well-prepared to navigate an ever-changing world. This 
chapter proposes a comprehensive framework for the ideal school 
by integrating modern pedagogical methods, sustainable learning 
environments, technological innovations, and traditional Indian 
wisdom from the Vedic system of education. 

The Definition of an Ideal Educational Institution 

An ideal educational institution transcends the limitations of 
textbooks and standardized assessments in its classroom instruction. 
This place simultaneously promotes intellectual, emotional, 




