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Abstract 

This research paper explores the concept of nation-building 

and pluralism as depicted in the autobiography India Wins Freedom 

(1959) by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. The autobiography provides 

valuable insights into the struggle for India's independence and 

highlights Azad's vision of a united and pluralistic nation. This paper 

examines Azad's views on nation-building, secularism, and the role of 

diversity in shaping a cohesive India. It analyzes his efforts to foster 

unity amidst religious and cultural diversity and discusses the relevance 

of his ideas in contemporary times within the framework of colonial and 

post-colonial thought. 

Keywords Nation-building, Identity, Pluralism, Freedom Struggle 

Introduction 

The real name of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was Abul Kalam 

Ghulam Muhiyuddin. He was popularly referred to as Maulana Azad. 

One of the most influential leaders of the Indian freedom struggle was 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. He was also a prominent scholar. Arabic, 

Urdu, Hindi, English, Persian, and Bengali were among the many 

languages that Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was proficient in. As a 

symbol of his mental liberation from a constrictive perspective on 
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religion and life, he chose the pen name Azad. Maulana Abul Kalam 

Azad served as the Minister of Education (the first education minister in 

independent India) in Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru's cabinet from 1947 to 

1958. He died of a stroke on February 22, 1958. For his invaluable 

contribution to the nation, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was 

posthumously awarded India's highest civilian honour, Bharat Ratna in 

1992. 

Azad’s Literary Contribution and His Pan-Islamic Outlook 

Azad was educated and trained as a priest. He wrote many 

books, journals and reinterpreted the Holy Quran. His learning enabled 

him to abandon the tradition of Taqliq, or conformity, and embrace the 

principle of Tajdid, or innovation. He became interested in the pan-

Islamic doctrines of Jamaluddin Afgani and Aligarh thought of Sir Syed 

Ahmed Khan. Imbued of the pan-Islamic spirit, he visited Afghanistan, 

Iraq, Egypt, Syria and Turkey. In Iraq, he met revolutionaries in exile 

who were fighting for the establishment of a constitutional government 

in Iran. In Egypt, he met Shaikh Muhammad Abduh and Saeed Pasha 

and other revolutionary activists from the Arab world. He had first-hand 

knowledge of the ideals and spirit of the Young Turks of 

Constantinople. All these contacts turned him a nationalist 

revolutionary. 

Participate in Revolutionary Movement and Remove the 

Predetermined thought against Muslims 

 After returning from abroad, Azad met two leading 

revolutionaries of Bengal - Aurobinto Ghosh and Sri Shyam Shundar 

Chakravarty - and joined the revolutionary movement against British 

rule. Azad felt that revolutionary activity was limited to Bengal and 

Bihar. Within two years, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad helped to establish 

secret revolutionary centers throughout North India and Bombay. 

During this period, most of his revolutionaries were anti-Muslim 

because they felt that the British government was using the Muslim 


